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February, 2010 
	~Taneytown Dance Center~
2 Frederick Street, Taneytown, MD 21787 ~ (410) 756-9311


We are well into our preparation for the recital and the dancers are doing such a great job.  It is amazing to watch them enthusiastically try new dance steps and we enjoy seeing how far they have progressed with every dance class.   
As you know by now, our studio home has changed a bit.  The parent room is now located in the main studio.  I would like to point out that because of this change, all dancers and parents need to be aware of the noise level in Studio A. The teachers have to turn up the music so the dancers can hear it and that ends up causing problems with the students hearing the teacher.  Please keep the noise level down as you drop off and pick up your dancer.  

The teachers have noticed that some of the children are being allowed to walk to the studio on their own and in some cases, more than several blocks.  While we realize that the ongoing construction is extremely frustrating, please be sure to walk your child into the studio.  When the dancers are 
dismissed, they will not be allowed the leave the studio unless a person is physically present to walk them out.  Another acceptable alternative would be for the older students to walk in groups to and from their cars.
Studio Office:
Just a reminder that parents and students should not be in the  studio office at any time.  As I am sure you can understand, studio files are kept in the office and are very confidential.  Please ask a teacher for help if you need something from the office.      
	Important Reminders:


Tuition Payments: The studio is utilizing the services of a financial firm to facilitate the documentation of tuition payments.  Please remember that all tuition payments are due on the 1st of every month and late after the 10th.   Please be sure to include your late fee of $10.00 if your payment is made after the 10th and put all payments in the “ballet box” located on the shelf in Studio A.  
For those who do not make their payment by the due date, or do not include the late fee, please note that you will be billed via email or regular mail for any accrued late fees or outstanding payments.    
In addition, please note that if all payments are not brought current by May 10, 2010, your child will not be able to perform in the recital.   

 Recital Fees:  Costumes have now been ordered.  For those who have not paid the recital fee, we are no longer able to purchase costumes at this point and unfortunately, your dancer will not be able to participate in the recital. 
Please understand that the recital fee covers not only the costume fees, but the costume shipping charges and also goes toward the fee for the rental of the recital auditorium.  (The fee for Francis Scott Key’s auditorium was increased again this year.)  
REMINDER:  THE COST FOR ANY CLASS THAT NEEDS TIGHTS FOR THE RECITAL IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE RECITAL FEE AND IS A SEPARATE COST.   If payment has not been made for tights, please do so immediately.
Back Stage Moms:  There will be a meeting for the back stage moms for this year’s recital on March 20, 2010 from 12:00p. to 12:30p. at the studio. Any parent who wishes to be a back stage mom, please let your child’s teacher know.  Any interested person MUST attend the back stage mom meeting.  Also, this is a mandatory meeting for all Senior and Junior Company moms. 
Multiple Classes:  Please note that if your child takes multiple classes, we cannot guarantee that all of her performance pieces will be in one show.  Example:  If your daughter is taking Jazz and Ballet, we cannot guarantee that both of those classes will be in the first show.  There is a good chance that your child will be performing in both shows.
Dance Pictures: The date for dance pictures will be May 15, 2010.  Our picture schedule is attached to this newsletter.  
Recital Dates: Please mark your calendars for this year’s recital dates.  Also remember that on recital day, we will be performing two shows.  Times will be provided as the dates get closer.

Dress Rehearsal:  May 22, 2010.  The schedule for dress rehearsal will be the same as the picture schedule.  
Recital: May 23, 2010
Appropriate Dance Attire:   

Please remember that all dancers must wear tights under their shorts, skirts, etc. This is mandatory!  

Also … we have also noticed that dancers in most classes are choosing to wear whatever they want for their dance class.  Please refer to the Handbook for our policy on appropriate dance attire.  Each class has a specific list. 
Dance Shoes:  We have been experiencing extremely long wait times on our shoe orders.  Please understand that this is pretty much out of our control.  All dance shoe companies charge very high shipping charges; therefore, we cannot place orders for shoes unless we have at least 12 shoe orders.  We are looking into new shoe companies and will keep everyone informed.  
Inclement Weather Policy:
We will follow Carroll County School System for all inclement weather days.  If they are closed, we will be closed.   If Carroll County has school for the day, but closes afternoon/evening classes, the studio will be closed.  For those of you who live outside Carroll County, please be sure to check Carroll County’s closures for the day.
Make-Up Class Policy: We do not provide make-up classes until three classes (of the same dance class) have been missed due to inclement weather.  If a make-up class is warranted, we will notify you of the date for the make-up class.  There will only be one make-up date provided per missed class.
Studio Holidays: The studio will be closed on Friday, April 2, 2010 for the Easter holiday.  

There will be classes on Easter Monday, April 5, 2010.  
Summer Registration:  Summer class schedules are currently available online.  Summer session registration online will begin on March 1st.  Our in-studio summer registration will take place at the studio on April 10, 2010 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. for (1) summer camp, (2) summer intensives and (3) summer dance session.   Please mark your calendars.  
Fall Registration (2010/2011) Dance Year:  Registration for next year will be held on August 7, 2010 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   Please mark your calendars.

Dancer/Class Placement for 2010/11:
Each dancer will be receiving their class placement form for the upcoming 2010/2011 dance year before this year’s recital.    Class levels have been designed so that a student is given the opportunity to progress through multiple years in that one level.  For instance, a Ballet I student may be just beginning Ballet I technique the first year of her placement in that class, move to an intermediate Ballet I dancer the 2nd year, and progress to a being a leader in Ballet I the 3rd year. Students are to be afforded the opportunity to become confident, experienced leaders in their class before being moved to the next level. Placement in classes is based upon the teacher’s and/or Directrice’s assessment of student maturity, experience, and ability.  The same evaluation is used when considering a dancer for Young Expressions, Junior Company, and/or Senior Company.  
If you have any questions with regard to a teacher’s recommendation or your child’s progress in a particular class, please feel free to email the teacher. Email addresses are provided on the web site and parents may call the studio line and leave a message for a teacher to return their call.  Messages are picked up on a daily basis.  

 (Note:  Because of our busy dance schedules, please do not expect any of the teachers to discuss your daughter’s dance progress before they are getting ready to teach a class, or after a class has ended.) 

Thank you … to all of you for being so generous during the holidays and providing Christmas gifts, and money and food donations.  We are very blessed to have such kind and caring families at the studio.  Your generosity is much appreciated.  
Health and Wellness … Taneytown Dance Center is proud to be a part of Partnership for a Healthier Carroll County and the Taneytown Elementary School Health and Wellness program.  To support this program we are going to start a healthier focus at our Dance Center.  
We are asking that if you bring snacks to the studio, please be sure to include a healthy choice.  While it is still acceptable to bring donuts or something sweet, please be sure to also offer a healthy snack as well.  

For instance, if you bring cupcakes for a company rehearsal, please include either fruit, cheese or veggies.  We are also going to try every other month to offer a healthier living sheet from our Dance Center which will outline ways to exercise as a family or healthy choice recipes for the whole family to enjoy.  
Again, please be aware of allergies in the studio when bringing in snacks.  We have many dancers who are highly allergic to nuts, wheat and red dye.    

There has been a huge rise in cholesterol and diabetes in children in the last five years, mostly due in part to high processed foods full of sodium and cholesterol.  It is good for our kids to have the snacks, but remember … only in moderation.  
Also, sodas are not to be brought into the studio.  Aside from their high sugar content, the spills are being tracked onto the dance floors.    

First exercise as a family.  Do you have a light ball in the house?  This is a fun exercise for the whole family.  Everyone lie on your back and put the ball between your knees.  Sit up and grab the ball w/two hands out from between your knees and pass it to the person next to you and then lie back down.  Start slow then speed up the game.  The last person left that does not drop the ball wins the game.  Have a prize that the winner gets to pick … perhaps a movie or snack for the night.  It is a fun game that costs nothing and works your whole core abdominal section at the same time.  

Recipe:  (From Kim’s very good friend Kelley)

For those of that DO NOT have peanut allergies, a great healthy snack is mixing vanilla yogurt and peanut butter together and dipping Granny Smith apples, any fruit or graham cracker of your choice in it.  It is even better when it chills in the refrigerator for a while.  High in protein and calcium.  

For those that have peanut allergies try a new version of Chex mix:

· Corn Cereal squares
· Dried mixed fruits

· Yogurt covered raisins

· Banana chips

Mix together and enjoy!  Low in cholesterol, fat and calories. 
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Friends helping friends...working together to make our dreams come true.
Administrative Team:

Kim McCord-Golliday, Directrice, Dance@TaneytownDanceCenter.com
Sonya Hand, Media & Promo Director, Promotions@TaneytownDanceCenter.com
Accounting Department, Accounting@TaneytownDanceCenter.com
Pam Hunter, Administrative Director, Admin@TaneytownDanceCenter.com
Jen Gosselin, Apparel Coordinator, Apparel@TaneytownDanceCenter.com
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