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Classes
Class Offerings

All classes may not necessarily be offered each session.  Class offerings will be based upon student interest and aptitude in the current session.

The required minimum number of students enrolled in most classes is 4.  The maximum number of students enrolled in most classes is 12 for students ages 10+, and 14 for those younger than 10.
Class Placement

We emphasize proper dance technique and progression in all of our dance classes so that our beginner through advanced students may dance for a lifetime. Placement in classes is based upon the teacher’s and/or Directrice’s assessment of student maturity, experience, and ability. Teachers provide each student with a Recommended Placement at the end of the Spring Session.  Recommended Placements are made with the best interest of the student and his/her personal development in mind. Students will be required to master one level before moving to the next.  

Enrollment in certain classes requires prior Directrice approval. Prerequisites may include specific age limitations, experience and ability requirements, and / or company involvement.
Pointe Classes

We are dedicated to providing all our dance students with the opportunity to dance for a lifetime.  As such, we want to help ensure that every student is physiologically mature enough and has adequate ballet technique training, strength, endurance and ability to ensure success en pointe.  

Pointe classes are available only by approval of the Directrice.  In order to be considered for pointe, the student must be at least 13 years of age (or, upon examination of applicable physiological factors by the Directrice, deemed to be adequately mature) and have at least 3-5 years of ballet experience.  In the best interest of the student, specific tests for pointe readiness may be required prior to approval for pointe.

Anyone meeting these requirements will be required to see the Directrice to take at least two classes a week. No exceptions.
Enrollment
Families may enroll their student(s) through on-line enrollment, in the Studio during open enrollment, or by turning in or mailing in a paper Enrollment Form with payment.

All families must complete an Enrollment Form and a Health & Photo Waiver for each student at the start of each new Fall Session.

Enrollments will be accepted, if space allows, with payments received 4 days after on-line enrollment.
Open Enrollment will be held each year in the studio from 1:00-4:00pm on the 1st Saturday in August (for fall) and the 1st Saturday in April (for Summer).

Tuition & Fees

Tuition

Tuition payments are due the 1st of each month and after the 10th of the month are subject to a late fee of $10.00.  A late fee will be assessed monthly as long as there is an outstanding balance.  Students enrolled in workshops or master classes should pay the instructor at the beginning of the first session. There is a $25.00 fee for all returned checks – no exceptions.  

Please make payments by mail or in person to the Center, in a sealed envelope with your child's name on the front, and drop in the payment box at the front of the studio.
In the event of financial hardship, please contact the Directrice. 
Multi-Class Discount
For families enrolling a student in more than one class or enrolling multiple family members in classes, the Center provides a multi-class discount.  Families may discount all classes by 5% when enrolling in 2 classes and 10% when enrolling in 3 or more classes.
Registration Fees
A non-refundable registration fee is due once annually at the time of enrollment. 
Recital Fees

Recital fees are due November 1.  A non-refundable recital fee must be paid for each class for which a student will perform in the recital.  Recital fees will include a costume fee and a tights fee for each dance in which the students will perform. 
Attire

All Students
Jewelry: Jewelry (with the exception of stud earrings) is not to be worn during class.
“Coming and Going” Attire: Please wear appropriate clothes covering your dance attire as you come to and leave from the Center.
Performing Arts Students (non-dancers)

Please wear comfortable, season-appropriate clothing to your classes.  Your instructor will provide specific instructions regarding attire, if necessary, at your first class.
Under 6

Students under the age of 6 should wear appropriate attire.  Please use the information below as a guideline; however, our younger students are invited to wear other colors and may include ballet dresses and tutus in their ballet wardrobe.

Dance Students

The following guidelines apply to all dance students ages 6 and up.
Ballet
Tights: Ballet (light) pink footed tights
Leotard: Pink or black leotard

Ballet Skirt: Pink or black skirt

Hair: Secured in a bun

Shoes: Pink leather ballet slippers

Boys: black bike shorts or sweat pants with snug fit white t-shirt or tank

Modern 
Bottoms: Tan footless or convertible tights (no pantyhose) with black shorts OR black capris / gouchos

Tops: Pink, black, or light blue leotard or cami

Hair: Secured away from face

Shoes: Barefoot

Boys: black bike shorts or sweat pants with snug fit white or black t-shirt or tank

Tap 

Bottoms: Black tights with black shorts OR black jazz pants

Tops: Pink, black, or light blue leotard or cami

Hair: Secured away from face

Shoes: Black tap shoes

Boys: black bike shorts or sweat pants with snug fit white or black t-shirt or tank

Jazz 

Bottoms: Black tights with black shorts OR black jazz pants

Tops: Pink, black, or light blue leotard or cami

Hair: Secured away from face

Shoes: Black jazz shoes

Boys: black bike shorts or sweat pants with snug fit white or black t-shirt or tank

Hip Hop 

Bottoms: Black capris, baggy sports pants, or baggy sweatpants

Tops: Appropriate t-shirt or tank top

Hair: Secured away from face

Hat:  Baseball hats are optional

Shoes: Black hip hop sneakers

Boys: black baggy sports pants or baggy sweatpants with snug fit white or black t-shirt or tank

Etiquette

Students are expected to conduct themselves with integrity and grace at all times. 
Demonstrations of respect for self and respect for others are expected at all times in the Center and at all Center sponsored events. Displays of rudeness, harassment, or humiliation will not be tolerated.  Consideration and compassion for others should be practiced regularly! Please keep in mind that even your behavior outside the studio reflects on you, your studio, and your community. 
Students may bring a water bottle to class and will be given drink breaks by the instructor.  Students are not allowed to eat, drink, or chew gum during class.
Only dance shoes are allowed on the studio dance floor - no street shoes, please.

Students should arrive on time for class and wait for his / her teacher.
No smoking or alcoholic beverages are permitted on the premises.

Studio Use

General Guidelines

If parents and dancers who have finished their class see the next class coming in, please do your best to exit the parent rooms and dancer area as soon as possible so that the next class can get in to get ready in a timely fashion.  
Please keep the stairway area clear because of fire code regulations. 
No food is to be eaten on either dance studio floor.  Food can be consumed in the waiting areas, but please be sure to clean up the trash and food particles.  No soda is allowed in the studio.
Dancers
During dance classes, all dancers should remain within their class and not go from studio to studio. 

Parents
Parents and guardians are to wait in the Parents' Room during class or may choose to drop off their age 6 or over student and return promptly at the end of class for pick up.


Parents and siblings should be seated in either of the available Parent Rooms or they may choose to drop their student off and arrive promptly at the end of class for pick up.  If parents choose to wait for their student, parents and siblings should be in the designated Parent’s Areas, not gathered on either of the studio floor areas.   

            

· Please do not let the children play behind the couch or stand on the couch.  All children are to stay away from the large windows at all times.
· For the safety of the children, no climbing or hanging on the cubbies.
There is a designated Dancer Area for the dancers only. Parents are not to wait in that area if at all possible.  The dancers use this area to change shoes and prepare for their next class.

Siblings

We welcome parents to bring siblings into the studio, but please understand that we must depend on parents to ensure children’s behavior is both safe and respectful.  Please make sure the siblings are also sitting with parents in the designated waiting areas. They should not be sitting on the steps or running around the studio.  
· Please keep all children in the designated Parents’ Areas and please help them to keep their voices down so they are not disrupting the ongoing classes.
· No children should be playing on or behind the couch near the window.  Also, no standing on the couch or jumping on the furniture.
Parents must be attentive to their children while in the Center and are responsible for their children’s behavior AT ALL TIMES.
Spring Recitals
Recital Week

Before committing to the recital, please understand that recital week can be demanding and time consuming. In order to run a smooth and professional recital, all students are required to participate in all required rehearsals and to remain at those rehearsals until dismissed.  (The Center does attempt to schedule rehearsals and recitals in such a way to limit the time requirements and late evenings for the youngest of our students).  
The cost of related items (both mandatory and optional) such as costumes, tickets, videos, photo orders, and related costs can affect the family budget all at once, so please remember to plan ahead for these expenses. 

Recital Fees

Recital Fees are due November 1st.  A non-refundable recital fee must be paid for each class for which a student will perform in the recital.  Recital Fees will include a Costume Fee and a Tights Fee for each dance in which the students will perform. 
Recital Tickets

Each family will receive one free ticket to each show in which (s)he performs.  Backstage Moms will not require a ticket, nor will children 3 and under.  Entrance for all others will require an advance-sale ticket.  Tickets will be available for purchase the month prior to the recital.
Backstage

In the weeks prior to the recital, the Center will designate a “Backstage Mom” for each class (“Backstage Dads” will be designated to a particular area of the backstage for boys over age 3).  These Backstage Parents will be independently responsible for their classes’ students throughout the entire performance.  Backstage Parent volunteers are critical to the success of the recital.  If a class does not have a volunteer for Backstage Parent, unfortunately that class will not be able to perform in the recital.  
A Backstage Parent Orientation will be held prior to the recital by the Backstage Coordinator.  At that time, the Backstage Parent Packet will be provided and questions may be answered.  

Backstage there will be a designated Activity Room and Dressing Rooms. Each Dressing Room will have posted a list of classes assigned to that Dressing Room as well as a notation of the nearest restroom.  Backstage Parents will wait in the Activity Area during the half of the performance in which their class will be performing.  Students needing to change for another performance will use their designated Changing Room.  Backstage Parents will sit with their class in a designated area of the audience during the half of the performance in which their class is not performing.  Backstage Parents will switch between these two locations during Intermission.
Inclement Weather

The Center's weather policy will follow that of Carroll County Public Schools.  It is the responsibility of the Parent/Guardian, whether you reside in Carroll County or not, to check Carroll County Public School in case of weather emergency.   The Center schedule allows for 3 snow days per year.  In the event that 4 or more snow days are taken, make ups will be scheduled for each snow day missed beyond three.
Missed Classes / Refunds

Please inform the Center by phone or email if your student is unable to attend class for any reason.  


You may make up missed classes with any other class that is in your child's age and ability range. Kindly pre-arrange to make up classes during a similar class in the same session. Due to limited class sizes, we regret that there may be times when we cannot offer a make up class.


Refunds / credits will NOT be given for missed classes.


No refunds will be made after the first class unless class is cancelled. The registration fee is nonrefundable. Students will receive a full refund for any classes cancelled by the Center.

Attendance

Regular attendance is essential for students to learn and progress. 
Please inform the Center by phone or email if your student is unable to attend class for any reason.  
We encourage families to keep their student home if (s)he is ill.

Participation in the Spring Recital will be at the discretion of the student’s instructor in the case of a pattern of recurring absences.

Miscellaneous

Mandatory Parent Meetings
All students must be accompanied by a parent or primary caregiver the first week of classes.  The instructor will distribute important information at this time.  The attached handbook form with signature is due by September 30.

Parents should check the Center bulletin board for updates and notices.  The bulletin boards are a critical form of communication of important information.  If you drop your child(Iren) off at the studio and do not regularly come into the studio, please be sure to stop by periodically to check the bulletin board.  
Parking, Arrival & Departure Safety
Parking should be in the metered parking spaces along York and E and W Baltimore Street (except in the case of ongoing construction).

Students should arrive on time for class and wait for his/her teacher.


No child will be permitted to leave the Center until his/her parent or guardian has arrived.


When someone other than the child’s parent or guardian is picking up your child after class, that person MUST sign your child out of class, or kindly inform the instructor when someone other than your child's parent or guardian will be picking up your child after class.   
Company Membership

Junior and Senior Company Members are individually selected by the Director of Junior Company and the Directrice based on maturity, experience and ability as noted through their regularly scheduled classes at the Center.  Students are informed through invitation only of their acceptance into a Company position.  

Junior Dance Company

The Center's Junior Dance Company, Junior Xpressions, is directed by Miss Elissa Weil and is comprised of serious dance students, ages 8 and up.  These students have been individually selected by the Directrice and Junior Company Director.  

Junior Company members are required to take a once a week Ballet Tech class with the Directrice and participate in one and one-half (1-1/2) hour weekly Junior Company rehearsals and all performances.  Junior Company members must maintain appropriate grade averages in school and must always demonstrate an attitude and behavior consistent with the values of the Center. 

Anyone interested in becoming a member of the Senior Company must be a member of the Junior Company first (unless the student is coming from another studio and has prior experience in a dance company (see requirements outlined herein)), however, being a member of Junior Company does not guarantee a place in Senior Company.  
In order to be considered for Junior Company, a student must be personally selected for an open position by the Directrice and the Junior Company Director.  Students must have demonstrated a specific amount of ballet experience with the Directrice, must be at least 8 years old, and must possess the necessary years of dance training.  If you would like additional information on the Junior Company, please contact the JDC Director or the Directrice. 
High standards of conduct are expected of all Junior Company members.  Behavior not in adherence with the Center’s expectations of respect, compassion, and consideration will result in Company probation as decided upon by the Junior Company Director.  Continued problems will result in dismissal.

Students transferring from another studio may be considered for an open Dance Company position with the submission of a Letter of Experience, at least 2 dance references and participation in an audition and interview with the Directrice and Junior Company Director.
Senior Dance Company
The Senior Dance Company, Xpression in Motion, under the direction of the Directrice, features individually selected, advanced dance students ages 11 and up with a strong dedication to the pursuit of their dance training.  These students demonstrate their dedication to dance through intense weekly schedules including further training in advanced ballet techniques, pointe (where age appropriate), modern, jazz, hip hop, and tap.  Senior Company members devote one weekend day each week to Company-specific rehearsals, Master Classes, and performances around the region.
Senior Company members are required to take a once a week Advanced Ballet Technique class with the Directrice and participate in one and one-half (1-1/2) hour weekly Senior Company rehearsals and all performances.  Senior Company members must maintain appropriate grade averages in school and must always demonstrate an attitude and behavior consistent with the values of the Center. 

In order to be considered for the Senior Company, a student must be personally selected for an open position by the Directrice.  Students must have been a member of the Junior Company (unless the student is coming from another studio and has prior experience in a dance company (see requirements outlined herein), must be at least 11 years old, and must possess the necessary years of dance training.  If you would like additional information on the Senior Company, please contact the Directrice. Please note that being a member of Junior Company does not guarantee a place in Senior Company.
High standards of conduct are expected of all Senior Company members.  Behavior not in adherence with the Center’s expectations of respect, compassion, and consideration will result in Company probation as decided upon by the Directrice.  Continued problems will result in dismissal.

Students transferring from another studio may be considered for an open Dance Company position with the submission of a Letter of Experience, at least two dance references and participation in an audition and interview with the Directrice.  
Birthday Parties

 

What the Center Provides

Children's parties include a special, customized dance class and themed crafts and span 1 1/2 hours.  Due to licensing, the Center cannot provide food on the premises, but families are certainly welcome to bring cake and / or other food and drinks.  We provide balloons, crafts, dance instruction and activities and1 ½ hours of studio time to include dance, crafts, and time for cake. 
Payment

The cost is $120 for up to 10 children and $12.50 for each additional child.
Reservations

A small down payment is due one month before the scheduled date in order to hold your reservation.  Two weeks prior to the party date, the Center will need to know the number of students, the selected theme, the preferred dance style, if you’ll be bringing food and / or decorations.
Fundraisers

The Center does not participate in with another person/group or hold fundraisers.  This policy is based on the fact that most families are already asked to participate in so many fundraisers through out the year for other activities.
Handbook and Calendar:

Understanding and Acceptance
I have received and carefully read the policies and procedures provided to me in the Taneytown Dance Center Handbook.  I have reviewed the handbook guidelines with my child(ren).  I have also received a copy of this year’s calendar.  We acknowledge, understand and accept the guidelines as contained herein, agree to pay all related fees and tuition in accordance with the payment policies, and note important calendar dates and events.
Student’s Signature (6 and over): ___________________________________________

Student’s Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian (for minor students): _____________________________ 

Parent’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Date:  _______________________
